FAITHFUL AND TRUE

FEAR, FAITH, AND THE POWER OF GOD
Exodus 13:17-14:31 Jeff Schreve

How can we face our fears and see the rescuing power of God?

1. We can remember that God has a plan.

Now it came about when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not
lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, even though it was near;
for God said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see war, and
they return to Egypt.” Hence God led the people around by the way of the

wilderness to the Red Sea; and the sons of Israel went up in martial array from
the land of Egypt. Exodus 13:17-18
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A. He knows how much we can take.
No temptation (trial, test) has overtaken you but such as is
common to man; and God is faithful who will not allow you to
be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the
way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:13

B. He knows exactly what He is doing.
Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Tell the sons of Israel to turn back and
camp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea; you shall camp in front



of Baal-zephon, opposite it, by the sea. "For Pharaoh will say of the sons of
Israel, 'They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them
in.' Thus I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will chase after them; and I will
be honored through Pharach and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that
I am the LORD." And they did so. Exodus 14:1-4

2. We can fix our eyes on the LORD.

And the LORD was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on
the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel
by day and by night. He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the
pillar of fire by night, from before the people. Exodus 13:21-22

Then the Egyptians chased after them with all the horses and chariots of
Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and they overtook them camping by the
sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

And as Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians
were marching after them, and they became very frightened. Exodus 14:9-10

A. We can choose what to focus on.
“O our God, will You not judge them? For we are powerless before
this great multitude who are coming against us; nor do we know
what to do, but our eyes are on You.” 2 Chronicles 20:12

B. Focusing on our problems always produces fear.

And as Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians
were marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of
Israel cried out to the LORD. Then they said to Moses, "ls it because there were
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why
have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the word
that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the
Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear!
Exodus 14:10-13

3. We can take that important step of faith.

But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the
LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you
have seen today, you will never see them again forever. The LORD will fight for
you while you keep silent." Exodus 14:13-14

A. Real faith believes God.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1

B. Real faith obeys God.



Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me?

Tell the sons of Israel to go forward. As for you, lift up your staff
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of
Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land. As for Me,

behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will

go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all

his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.
Then the Egyptians will know that | am the LORD, when | am honored through

Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen." Exodus 14:15-18

C. Real faith experiences the power of God.

If every trouble and trial you face, God is more than able!




