
  

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE 
 

DO YOU WANT TO ENTER THE PROMISED LAND? 

Joshua 3:1-4:24        Jeff Schreve 

 

"Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, 

you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to 

the sons of Israel.”  Joshua 1:2 

 

How can you cross the Jordan and enter the Promised Land?   

 

 
 

1.  You can get your eyes on the Lord and follow Him.  

 

A. Follow Him with clear vision and holy reverence.   



"However, there shall be between you and it a distance of about  

2,000 cubits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know  

the way by which you shall go, for you have not passed this way  

before." Joshua 3:4 

 

B. Follow Him with a purified heart.  
Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for  

tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you."  Joshua 3:5 

 

2.  You can hear the word of the Lord and obey Him.  

 

A. There will always be barriers to the Promised Land.    
For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they  

also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it  

was not united by faith in those who heard. Hebrews 4:2 

 

B. There will always be the need to walk by faith.  
"You shall, moreover, command the priests who are carrying  

the ark of the covenant, saying, 'When you come to the edge  

of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in  

the Jordan.'"  Joshua 3:7-8  

 

C. There will always be God’s power when you obey.  
And Joshua said, "By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and 

that He will assuredly dispossess from before you the Canaanite, the Hittite, the 

Hivite, the Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite. Behold, the 

ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into 

the Jordan. Now then, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, 

one man for each tribe. And it shall come about when the soles of the feet of the 

priests who carry the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 

waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, and the waters 

which are flowing down from above shall stand in one heap." So it came about 

when the people set out from their tents to cross the Jordan with the priests 

carrying the ark of the covenant before the people, and when those who carried 

the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark were 

dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks all the 

days of harvest), that the waters which were flowing down from above stood and 

rose up in one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the city that is beside 

Zarethan; and those which were flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah, the 

Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So the people crossed opposite Jericho. And 

the priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry 

ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed on dry ground, until 

all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan. Joshua 3:10-17 

 

3.  You can commemorate God miracles and share them.                   
Now it came about when all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan, that the 

LORD spoke to Joshua, saying, "Take for yourselves twelve men from the 

people, one man from each tribe, and command them, saying, 'Take up for 



yourselves twelve stones from here out of the middle of the Jordan, from the 

place where the priests' feet are standing firm, and carry them over with you, 

and lay them down in the lodging place where you will lodge tonight.'" So 

Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the sons of Israel, 

one man from each tribe; and Joshua said to them, "Cross again to the ark of 

the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you take up a 

stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 

Israel. Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask later, 

saying, 'What do these stones mean to you?' then you shall say to them, 'Because 

the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD; when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.' So 

these stones shall become a memorial to the sons of Israel forever."Joshua 4:1-7 

 

A. Remember and review the great things God has done.           
They did not remember His power, The day when He  

redeemed them from the adversary.  Psalm 78:42 

 

B. Remember and fear the LORD.     
"For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan  

before you until you had crossed, just as the LORD your  

God had done to the Red Sea, which He dried up before  

us until we had crossed; that all the peoples of the earth  

may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, so that you  

may fear the LORD your God forever."  Joshua 4:23-24 

 

What is keeping you from the Promised Land?    

         

 

 

 

 


