THE NEXT STEP

THE CHRISTIAN TWO-STEP
Acts 2:37-43  Jeff Schreve

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified." Now when
they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" And Peter said to
them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children, and for all
who are far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself." And
with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them,
saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation!" So then, those who
had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day
about three thousand souls. And they were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many
wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. Acts 2:36-43

Have you taken the two steps that follow salvation?

1. All those who have been saved are to be baptized.
Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" And
Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:37-38

A. True salvation involves both repentance and faith.
"You yourselves know ... how I did not shrink from declaring to
you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly
and from house to house, solemnly testifying to both Jews
and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Acts 20:18-21

B. Baptism does not complete salvation, it pictures salvation.
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those
who were listening to the message. And all the circumcised believers who had

come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out upon the Gentiles also. For they were hearing them speaking with
tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, "Surely no one can refuse the
water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did,



can he?" And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then
they asked him to stay on for a few days. Acts 10:44-48

C. Baptism is our public identification with Jesus Christ.
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit ....”" Matthew 28:19

2. All those who are saved are to belong to a local church.

A. Every Christian is a member of the universal church.
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made

to drink of one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13

B. Every Christian needs to be committed to a local church.
And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles'
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Acts 2:42

1. We need the biblical teaching of the local church.

2. We need the fellowship of the local church.

3. We need the support and prayers of the local church.

4. We need the spiritual protection of the local church.

"Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood. | know that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
them. "Therefore be on the alert ....” Acts 20:28-31

Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as
those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for
this would be unprofitable for you. Hebrews 13:17

Where do you stand with the Christian two-step?




